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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Mr. Serjeant Stephen's New Commentaries on the Laws of 
England (partly founded on Blackstone). By His Honour 
Judge Stephen. The Twelfth Edition, thoroughly Revised and 
Modernized, and Brought Down to the Present Time. In Four 
Volumes. London: Butterworth & Co. , 7 Fleet Street. 1895. 

This twelfth edition of Stephen's well-known commentaries fur- 
nishes an excellent compendium of existing English law. Black- 
stone's clear and forcible language has been retained in every 
instance in which it does not constitute an anachronism, and is 
incorporated in a running narrative with Stephen's text and that of 
the last editor. Light brackets are used to indicate the parts taken 
bodily from Blackstone, and to facilitate the identification of Black- 
stone's words, these brackets are repeated at the top of every page 
which continues an extract. 

The plan, as will be remembered, is a slight modification of 
Blackstone's. Its synopsis runs as follows : 

I. Of Personal Rights. 
II. Of Rights of Property. 

1. As to things real. 

2. As to things personal. 

III. Of Rights in Private Relations. 

1. Between master and servant. 

2. Between husband and wife. 

3. Between parent and child. 

4. Between guardian and ward. 

IV. Of Public Rights. 

1. As to the civil government. 

2. As to the church. 

3. As to the social economy of the realm. 
V. Of Civil Injuries. 

Including the modes of redress. 
VI. Of Crimes. 

Including the modes of prosecution. 
The four volumes of this work are printed and bound in the clear 
and beautiful style almost universal in the English law books which, 
in these days, find their way to America. Mechanical aids to use- 
fulness are found in abundance. Each of the first three volumes 
has a separate index, and the fourth contains a general index of the 
whole work. This feature is particularly grateful to those who have 
worked with the standard four volume editions of Blackstone. It 
seems strange that Blackstone's numerous editors have so persist- 
ently failed in providing appliances of this kind. 

The work of the editor of this edition, Mr. A. Brown, seems 
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worthy of that of his honored predecessor. The latest legal devel- 
opments have been faithfully recorded, and the commentaries as a 
whole we can commend unreservedly to the student of the law of 
England. 

R. W. IV. 



A Digest of the Law of Agency. By William Bowstead. 
Second Edition. London : Sweet & Maxwell, L't'd. 1898. 

The second edition of this book is fuller and better than the 
first. Such a book fills a place which an ordinary text book cannot 
fill. It cannot fail to save a practitioner much time in wading 
through the cases in an ordinary digest where the necessary haste 
of compilation too often results in misplacing a case, and where 
one has to sift through a great deal of worthless material in order 
to find the good. The objection that the principles contained in 
the articles, into which the book has been divided, seem too broad, 
is overcome by the ability with which the principles have been de- 
fined by the illustrations of digested cases. These illustrations have 
the real merit of being short, yet full enough to be complete. As 
a student's book, it can only be useful by reading in the reports 
themselves the cases bearing on the various principles given. Con- 
cise rules will not be so often retained by the reader as rules and 
the reasons for them. Only English cases are given. 

It is quite equal in print and arrangement to the latest books 
published. 

H. H. B. 



Denis on Contracts of Pledge. A Treatise on the Law of the 
Contract of Pledge as governed by both the Common Law and 
the Civil Law. By Henry Denis, of the New Orleans Bar. 
8 vo., pp. 619. New Orleans: F. F. Hansel & Bro., L't'd. 
1898. 

In a recent address before the New Orleans Bar Association,* 
Mr. Henry Denis, speaking of the analogies and differences of the 
civil and common law, dwelt with particular emphasis upon the 
subject of the contract of pledge. He called attention to the im- 
portance of the pledge as the pivot of modern commerce, and 
deprecated the unsatisfactory condition of the law of pledge at the 
common law. 

In an effort to clear up some of the confusion attending the 
common law learning on this subject, Mr. Denis, in the treatise 
which lies before us, has made a very careful comparison of the 
civil and common law doctrines relating thereto. He has dis- 
covered that the obscurity commented upon arises in great measure 
from the common law principles concerning chattel mortgages and 

* American Law Review, Vol. XXXIII, p. 28. 



